
Community-Based Job Training Grants 
Stark State College of Technology 

  

 
Grantee: Stark State College of Technology 
 
Industry Focus: Healthcare 
 
Key Partners:  Holmes, Medina, Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas and Wayne County Workforce 
Initiative Associations (WIAs); Stark Development Board; Alliance Community Hospital; 
Affinity Medical Center; Aultman Health Foundation; Children’s Hospital Medical Center of 
Akron; Mercy Medical Center; Stark County College Tech Prep Consortium; Canton City 
Schools Adult Career and Technical Education; Buckeye Career Center; Ashland University; 
University of Akron’s Medina County University Center; and Wayne College. 
 
Grant Amount:  $2,000,000 
  
Leveraged Amount: $3,965,995 
 
Location of Grant Activities:  Stark, Tuscarawas, Medina, Summit, Wayne and Holmes 
counties, in Northeast Ohio 
 
Challenge:  Ohio is facing shortages of nurses and other healthcare workers. Shortages are 
projected to continue as an aging population places higher demands on current health services.  
In order to address these challenges in Stark County and Northeast Ohio, the region needs to 
increase enrollment in existing certificate and associate’s degree training programs, expand 
existing programs to medically underserved areas, develop new programs to meet the demand, 
and increase the number of clinical sites to prepare a greater number of students.  
 
Addressing the Challenge: The Expanding Capacity in Healthcare Occupations (ECHO) project 
will seek to address capacity constraints by providing education, training and support services 
to more than 400 healthcare students.  ECHO will expand existing certificate and associate’s 
degree programs in Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic; Medical Assisting; and Medical 
Coding Specialist. It will develop and offer new programs in Dietary Manager and Dietary 
Technician; Expanded Functions Dental Auxiliary; and Paramedic-to-Registered Nurse. ECHO 
also will expand RN completion components within licensed practical nursing, message 
therapy and medical lab programs.  Some of these programs will be offered in Wayne and 
Holmes counties through collaboration with area hospitals and career centers. . 
 
Projected Outcomes:  

 
• 36 individuals will enroll in the Medical Assisting Expansion program, and 30 will 

receive credentials 
• 60 students will enroll in the EMT-Paramedic Certificate program, and 50 will receive 

SSCT certification 
• The Dietary Technician and Manager program each will have 20 individuals enrolled 

and 17 individuals will receive credentials such as AAS and SSCT certifications 
• The RN completions for LPNs program will have 40 enrollees, and 38 will receive ADN 

credentials 
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